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Introduction

n the preface and introduction to CORA’s 1986 document Economic
Transformation: The Appalachian Challenge, the words “economic
globalization” were not used. The authors of the document recognized
that Appalachia was facing “another economic crisis of new
dimensions.” They were mindful of economic crises in other parts of
the United States and in the Third World, but their focus was on
Appalachia—and on the root causes of its economic crisis and on
the strategies that could be formulated to address that crisis.
Much has changed since 1986. Few of us could have predicted that
the Soviet Union, the standard bearer of state-managed economy,
would soon be no more. Few thought that the People’s Republic of
China would embrace “free market” ideology with such eagerness
and speed. Few of us could imagine that the United States gov-
ernment, with the enthusiastic support of both major political
parties, would push the “free trade” agenda of corporate
globalists with such vigor. Few of us could envision a global
trade policy capable of reaching into every corner of the
world and threatening jobs, health, the environment,
participatory democracy, human rights, local culture and sustainable
communities. Some of us still don’t believe what is happening. The
pace of change has been—and is—so rapid that it sometimes leaves
even the most passionate and savvy activist spinning in disbelief and
confusion.

MAKING SENSE OF CHANGES

The purpose of this document is to help us make sense of these massive
world-wide changes and to connect these changes to the continuing eco-
nomic crisis in Appalachia. To facilitate the making of these connections
in the past year, CORA sponsored listening sessions all over the region.
We asked the people who attended these sessions to tell us how globaliza-
tion is affecting them, the people they work with, their communities and
Appalachia in general. We then asked the attendees to share with us some
strategies they thought CORA might use to address the effects of global-
ization in the region.

LISTENING SESSIONS

CORA’s globalization project “listening sessions” were conducted at
various locations in Appalachia. Sessions which were attended by
people from all over the region were held at the Appalachian
Development Projects Coalition (ADPC) meeting in Johnson City,
Tennessee on May 3, 2003 and at the CORA Commission meeting
May 8-10, 2003 in Huttonsville, West Virginia.

Smaller sub-regional meetings were held in Berea, Kentucky on
December 9, 2002; in St. Paul, Virginia on January 22, 2003 and in
Knoxville, Tennessee on April 16, 2003. At the Knoxville meeting, we
also heard from two women who had attended the World Social Forum
in Brazil and who helped us understand how globalization affects people
in the developing world. All told, approximately 175 people participated
in CORA’s listening sessions.

The purpose of

this document is to
help us make sense
of these massive
world-wide changes
and to connect these
changes to the
continuing
economic crisis

in Appalachia.
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